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cations showed themselves before the building was
finished, and foreshadowed the nature of the troubles
to be expected in the future. Money, as usual, was
the touchstone of discord. Various cities refused to .
pay in the stipulated sums, others protested against
the regulations proposed. Danzig even went so far
as entirely to object to the new settlement as too
distant from the centre of business, and contended
that the pact of the League with the town of
Antwerp had been concluded too hurriedly, and
without due consultation.

In consequence of these difficulties, the factory,
when completed, found itself crippled, and hampered
by debts, from which it was never able to free itself.
This was an unfortunate start, and was entirely due
to the apathy and bad faith of the cities, among
whom it became more and more evident that the
old spirit of union was rapidly dying out.

.Another difficulty was, that the traders began to
object to living in common under one roof. The
reasons in ancient times for this regulation, such as
the defective conditions of public security, no longer
existed in these more civilized times. Merchants
did not care to submit to the often tiresome and
petty restrictions on personal liberty involved by the
monastic rules that existed in the factory.

In vain the Syndic of the League put forward for
the consideration of these unruly members, that the
concentration of all the Hanseatics in one factory
building made the defence of their, privileges more
easy, while their dispersion in the various towns and
villages facilitated exactions by the natives and the